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Art Unit: 2744 



DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 



1. Claims 14, 16-18, 20-22 and 28 are allowed and have been renumbered 1-8. Claims 1-12, 
15, 19 and 23-27 have been canceled. 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 14 and 18 teach towards an apparatus and method for alerting a network that an 
attempt to update data in a mobile station has failed, wherein said network sets a flag showing an 
update is pending (i.e. not completed), and a flag for reinitiating the update process, and setting 
said first flag in conjunction with HLR data when said mobile station is not available. While the 
prior art shows an HLR which may be used in such a system (see Mizikovsky), the prior art does 
not teach or suggest setting an update pending flag in conjunction with data from said HLR when 
a mobile unit is not available. 

Claim 17 teaches towards an apparatus and method such as that taught in claim 14, 
wherein the over-the-air parameter administration pending flag is set in conjunction with MSC 
based data when an attempted update is not completed, and when an update is not completed in a 
predetermined way, said flag indication is transferred to the HLR in the system. Claim 28 teaches 
a similar system, wherein said transfer occurs in response to inability to update the mobile station 
due to inactivity. 
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Claims 21 and 22 teach toward a method and apparatus for validating a mobile station for 
the purpose of updating data in said mobile station, wherein said mobile station generates a secret 
word which is a combination of a first and second word inside said mobile station, and wherein a 
second secret word is generated, derived from network data, said second secret word being a 
combination of the first two combined words and a copy of the first word, supplying said second 
secret word to the mobile station, and comparing said secret words (first and second) within said 
mobile station. The prior art teaches the use of secret data, but does not disclose or suggest the 
extra steps in the validation process taught by the applicant. 

Claims 14, 17, 18, 21, 22 and 28 are neither taught nor suggested by the prior art. Claims 
16 and 20 are allowed based upon their dependence upon allowable claims 14 and 18, 
respectively. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3 Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C 20231 
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Art Unit: 2744 

or faxed to: 

(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 305-9508 (for informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" 
or "DRAFT") 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington VA, sixth floor (receptionist). 
4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Charles Craver whose telephone number is (703) 305-3965. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Dwayne Bost, can be reached on (703) 305-4778. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



C; Craver 
August 17, 2000 




